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The exhibition Contemporary Hungarian Photography 2009 contradicts its own title in many respects. On the one
hand, our selection includes non-Hungarian artists; it appeared a more intriguing endeavour to offer a
comprehensive view on contemporary photography by featuring artists from the European scene along with
Hungarian photographers. On the other hand, breaking tradition, we invited infermedia artists who are not
specifically photographers, but in whose work photography plays a key role. All exhibiting artists have one thing in
common: it is important for them to immortalize certain transitional states, staged situations, modellings, re-
enactments, etc., and still photography is one of the most trivial ways to present these. However, what we are
dealing with here is not photography, although for the superficial spectator the seemingly two-dimensional imaging
might be deceptive. Their goal is not the documentation and conservation of reality, but to give form to universal
certainties in a way that they shake our belief in reality. Photography is empirical, its goal being the mapping of
reality by means of sense experience, but in the meantime it gives us useless illusions. It is, for instance, capable
of making us believe that it serves the memory, while the opposite is the case. With fine art it is the other way
round, as it essentially seeks metaphysical truths, which lie beyond sense experience, and does it by way of
intuitions and divinations (inspiration), as well as constant “outsiderness”. The artist is therefore Homo Ludens and
not Zoon Politicon. For art and game are not so distant concepts. However, this game has a stake (and not a self-
serving one), which is the understanding of the illusion and the cathartic experience of seeing through it. The

‘expansion’ in the title can have several readings, the most interesting of which may be the way creative artists can
show their own universe of reality where a self-exposing illusion forms the structure of things. Of course
consensual reality is just as much a part of these works as are the artist’

s own versions of reality. This gentle fusion of reality and unreality is, however, an attempt not to deceive by
trickery, but to deflect reason. The present selection offers examples of this, from two different approaches: either
reality is presented in the form of illusion, or the illusory is given the force of reality.




A Kortars Magyar Fotografia 2009 t6bbszérésen is ellentmond édnmaga cimének. Egyrészt nem kizarélag magyar
mivészekKet valogattunk a kiallitasba, érdekesebb vallalkozasnak tiint vellik parhuzamosan egy szélesebb
ralatast nyujtani a kortars europai mivészet néhany szerepléje altal. Masrészt a hagyomannyal szakitva nem
kifejezetten fotomiivészeket hivtunk a programba, hanem olyan képzémiivészeket, akik bar sokféle médiumban
jaratosak, mégis a foté fontos szerepet jatszik munkassagukban. A valogatas olyan miiveket sorakoztat fel,
melyeknél alapvetd motivum bizonyos atmeneti allapotok, megrendezett szituaciok, ujrajatszasok és
modellezések megoérékitése, alloképben térténd prezentacioja. Mégsem fotografiaval van dolgunk, bar a feliiletes
szemlélé szamara csaloka lehet a kétdimenzios abrazolas. Nem a valosag dokumentalasa, konzervalasa a cél,
hanem univerzalis bizonyossagok formaba 6ntése, oly médon, hogy kézben elbizonytalanitanak benniinket
meggy6zbdésiinkben a valésag irant. A cimben szerepld kiterjesztésnek tébb olvasata is lehetséges, ezek kéziil
a legérdekesebb talan az, ahogy az alkotok lattatni képesek sajat valosag univerzumukat, ahol az illazio alkotja a
dolgok szerkezetét, mikb6zben énmagat leplezi le. Természetesen a konszenzualis valésag éppugy része
ezeknek a miveknek, mint a miivész altal teremtett valosag verziok. Realitas és irrealitas szelid keveredésérél
beszélhetiink, mindez azonban nem ,szemfényvesztésre”, hanem az értelem eltéritésére tett kisérlet, melyre
Jelen valogatasban latunk példakat, két kiilbnbdz6 megkdzelitésbdl: hol a valdsagot, mint illtziot latjuk viszont, hol
pedig az illuzérikus valik valosagos érvényiive.
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